ABSTRACT 

Interior vehicle instrumentation and/or console lighting is provided by an 
interior rearview mirror assembly or interior lamp assembly incorporating a non-incandescent, 
directed, low level, low power, non-glare producing light emitting source. The source 
illuminates portions of the vehicle interior such as the instrumentation or controls in the 
5 instrument panel or console area. One or more of such light emitting sources is optionally 
mounted on or within the mirror case or mirror support separate from any conventional 
incandescent lamp or lamps which may be mounted in the mirror assembly to provide general 
interior lighting. Alternately, the light emitting source can be mounted on or within an 
interior vehicle lamp assembly such as a dome lamp, rail lamp, or the like. Preferably, the 
10 light emitting source is a solid state lamp such as a light emitting diode, is controlled via the 
ignition switch and/or a rheostat/dimmer switch, and most preferably provides a maximum 
illumination of about 0.2 to 4.0 lux at 22 to 26 inches at about 20 mA to about 50 mA or less 
current and about 2.0 volts to about 5.0 volts or less. 
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